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Summer Assignments 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
 Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
 Directions for Things Fall Apart: 
1. For each chapter, write a reflection which should consist of the following:
· Half page summary (100 words)
· Half page discussion over the theme that is represented in the chapter. Themes can be used more than once.
· Identify the theme that is represented.
· Explain the significance of the theme.
· Cite a detail from the chapter in which the theme is demonstrated.
· Relate the theme to human experience. (What does it say about human behavior/personality?)
2. Write a character analysis on Okonkwo. Follow the outline below. This should be a guide.
I. Introduction
A. Attention Getter
B. Novel summary…including the title and author of the novel
C. Thesis Statement
II. Body Paragraphs 1-3
A. Character Traits 1-3 (Example: Okonkwo’s determination often led to…)
1. Further explanation on character trait
1. Citation
2. Commentary on citation, its significance, its connection to the novel, its connection to human nature
3. Citation 2
4. Commentary on citation, its significance, its connection to the novel, its connection to human nature
5. Citation 3
6. Commentary on citation, its significance, its connection to the novel, its connection to human nature
III. Body paragraph 4-Forces of Change (what changes does the reader begin to see in the narrator? (This is when you state whether or not the character is round, dynamic, static…)
A. Change 1
1. Citation
1. Commentary (Significance and impact on character and novel)
B. Change 2 (if needed…will be needed by the end of the novel)
IV. Conclusion
A. Overview of the chapters thus far
B. Concluding statements/critique of Twain’s handling of Huck (or any character)
3. Write a literary analysis that covers the following: symbolism, irony, and imagery. Be sure to define the literary terms at the beginning of each paragraph, then make a claim stating the effect that element had on the novel. Your evidence should support your claim. Also, be sure to use three citations for each claim, and develop each one thoroughly. This should be a minimum of five paragraphs, including an introduction and conclusion.
***All papers will be submitted to turnitin.com on the first day of school. Any evidence of plagiarism will receive a grade of 0…No questions or explanations needed.
 
Directions for How to Read Literature Like a Professor: In a spiral back notebook, 
thoroughly answer the chapter questions or provide summaries after you have read each 
of the chapters. 
 Chapter 1 – List the five aspects of the quest and apply them to a movie you have seen or 
a book you have read. 
 Chapter 2 – What might eating with others symbolize? Think of a meal from a literary 
work and apply the ideas of Chapter 2 to it. 
 Chapter 3 – What are the essentials of the vampire story? 
 Chapter 4 – Define the sonnet and give the rhyme scheme for the Petrarchan and 
Shakespearean sonnets. 
Chapter 5 – Define intertextuality.  
Chapter 6 – Summarize. 
 Chapter 7 – Define allusion and explain how one can recognize a Biblical allusion. 
 Chapter 8 – What constitutes the literary canon? Explain the Hansel/Gretel theme. 
Identify a story that you have read which reflects a fairy tale. 
 Chapter 9 - Summarize. 
 Chapter 10 – Discuss the importance of rain in a specific literary work you have read. 
 Interlude – Define lateral thinking. 
 Chapter 11 – Define violence and its two categories. Apply what you learned in this 
chapter to a movie or literary work. 
 Chapter 12 – What is the difference between symbolism and allegory? Define each and 
give examples in literary works you have read. 
 Chapter 13 – How do political and social considerations often find their way into literary 
works? 
 Chapter 14 – Summarize. 
 Chapter 15 - Of what is flight symbolic? What does it mean when literary figures fly? 
 Chapter 16 – Summarize. 
 
Chapter 17 – Summarize. 
 Chapter 18 – Discuss the significance of baptism and drowning in literary works. 
 Chapter 19 – What information does the geography of a story provide? 
 Chapter 20 – What meaning can be derived from the mention of specific seasons in a 
literary work? 
 Interlude – Define archetype. Is it possible to ever find the true original? 
 Chapter 21 – What meaning might be derived from physical marking of a literary 
character? 
 Chapter 22 – Summarize. 
 Chapter 23 – Discuss possible meaning of a literary character’s heart disease.  
Chapter 24 – What are the principles governing an author’s use of disease in literary 
works? 
 Chapter 25 – Define deconstruction. What are the potential problems with reading 
literature “with your eyes”? 
 Chapter 26 – Why does irony trump everything? Identify and summarize a literary work 
you have read that relies on irony. 
 Chapter 27 – Summarize. 


***All work will be submitted to turnitin.com upon arrival on the first day of school. Any plagiarized work (copying from another student/copying and pasting from an online source, not giving credit to sources, etc.) will receive a grade of 0 and will not be made up.
